
T
h
e
  C
O
R
P
S
 R
e
p
o
rt
 

“Improving the Quality of Life One Home at a Time” 
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M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

Fort Bend CORPS exists to 
revitalize low-income housing 
in neighborhoods in Fort Bend 

County by engaging public/
private partnerships and     
community  involvement. 

V i s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

The Fort Bend CORPS was 
formed to be an organization 
that actively and compassion-
ately delivers community revi-

talization and coordinates, 
supports and encourages others 
in this work so that low-income 

areas in Fort Bend County  
become functional and produc-
tive communities with housing 

and neighborhoods that are safe 
and decent. 

Fort Bend  
CORPS 

C O R P S  r e c e i v e s  g r a n t  f r o m  

H o m e  D e p o t  F o u n d a t i o n  
In August 2010, the 
Fort Bend CORPS 
applied and was 
awarded  a $10,000 
grant from the Home 
Depot Foundation for  
the purpose of pur-
chasing building ma-

terials for a project in Kendleton, Texas.  

In August 2010, the Fort Bend CORPS 
was informed that the submitted grant 
was approved with Team Depot and the 
Fort Bend CORPS for the Portillo project. 

The funds provided through the grant 
will be used to purchase building materi-
als used for the construction of the 1200 
square foot, 3-bedroom, 1-bath home. 
The home is being built to green stan-
dards under the direction of the Fort 
Bend CORPS. 

The home is slated for completion during 
the holiday season. If you would like to 
donate to the Portillo project, please 
contact the CORPS at 281-617-7416  or 
email us at rcastillo@fbcorps.org. 

F o r t  B e n d  C O R P S  t o  h o s t   

S t e e l  T o e  B o o t s  &  S t i l e t t o s  B A L L  
Dear Friend, 

I would like to take a moment of your 
time to tell you about an organization 
that is very near and dear to my heart.  I 
have served on the board of the Fort 
Bend CORPS for the past 10 ½ years. 
The Fort Bend CORPS is a 501 c (3) non-
profit corporation.  The CORPS was es-
tablished in 1999 and has completed 
home repairs on over 650 homes within 
Fort Bend County.  All repairs are pro-
vided free of charge with no obligation.  
This assistance is made possible by 
grants, monetary donations, in-kind 
donations, as well as the unselfish and 
tireless work of hundreds of volunteers.  
The need for this program is great; we 
currently have a six month long waiting 
list of important and worthwhile projects 
within our county.   

I am asking for your support of this or-
ganization.  On Friday, February 11, 2011, 
at the Safari Texas Ranch we will be host-
ing our Steel Toe Boots & Stilettos Ball to 
raise funds for the CORPS.  Proceeds 
raised during the event will benefit the 
Fort Bend CORPS and its programs.  

 I hope that you will join me in support-
ing the Fort Bend CORPS by becoming a 
sponsor for this exciting evening.  Mandi 
Bronsell, Event Planner, or Candace 
Cagle, Ball Chairman will be contacting 
you on my behalf via email or phone soon 

to ask for your commitment.   

Remember the Fort Bend CORPS is a  
501 c (3) organization so your donation is 
tax deductible.   

Please do not hesitate to contact them 
with any questions you may have at    
281-617-7416 or email them at 
STBS@fbcorps.org.  I look forward to 
seeing you at this event and  I thank you 
in advance for your support of the Fort 
Bend CORPS. 

Sincerely, 

 

R.C. “Bob” Brown, III 

Board Member Fort Bend CORPS 



A N N U A L  F O U N D E R S  C O U N C I L   

L U N C H E O N  

Contr ibu te  to  th e  CORPS  

$500—Provides a client with 
exterior repairs for the CORPS  
Hearts & Hammers program 

$100 to $25– Provides for  gen-
eral materials for the CORPS 
Hearts & Hammers program 

Please add us to your annual or 
holiday giving list and make a 
lasting contribution to a 
neighbor and community near 
you. For more information  con-
tact the CORPS at 281-617-7416. 

Help make meaningful changes 
for the elderly, disabled and 
those living on low-incomes by 
providing a holiday contribution 
for needed repairs.  

100 % of the contributions go 
directly to program services. 

$5,000—Provides a client with a 
new roof 

$2500—Provides a client with a 
new wheel chair ramp 

$2000—Provides a client with 
interior repairs and/or weatheri-
zation repairs 

$1500—Provides a client with 
air conditioning and heating 
repairs 

$1000—Provides a client with 
front and back door replace-
ments  

$750—Provides a client with a 
new hot water heater 

T h e  C O R P S  R e p o r t  

P a g e  2  

Benefits in becoming a Founders 
Council Member include: 

♦Name on CORPS stationary, 
publications and  website 

♦Annual invitation to luncheon to 
report progress and results 

♦Yard sign listing Founders   
Council members at each Hearts 
& Hammers site 

♦Your lasting and visible impact 
on Fort Bend County. 

For more information, contact the 
CORPS at 281-617-7416  

The Founders Council is a 
group of community leaders 
who are committed to excel-
lence in Fort Bend County. 
These community and civic 
minded businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals recognize 
the need to give back to the 
community and assist those 
people who have no earning 
power, are living on low or 
fixed incomes and have home 
repair needs that they cannot 
afford.  
 

T h e  C O R P S  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  f e w  

G o o d  F o u n d e r s  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  

In making a substantial and con-
tinued financial commitment to 
the CORPS, the Founders Coun-
cil members demonstrate their 
strong support for the mission 
and programs of the CORPS, as 
well as their desire to affect posi-
tive changes in the Fort Bend 
community. Founders Council 
members commit to provide 
$3,000 annually to the CORPS 
to ensure that the CORPS can 
operate its free home repair pro-
grams. 

F C 

Mr. Castillo and Fort Bend CORPS, 

Thank you for donating the kitchen 
cabinets to our neighborhood Out-
reach project helping Mrs. Olivia 
Navarro in Stafford, Texas. 

We are grateful for all the work you 
do! Thank you again! 

God Bless,  

First United Methodist Church  
Missouri City, Texas 

C l i e n t   

T h a n k  Y o u  

T h a n k  y o u  

LJA Engineering 
Inc., is a multi-
discipline, con-
sulting engineer-
ing firm, serving 
both the public 

and private sectors.  With a 37 -
year history of providing profes-
sional engineering, planning and 
surveying services. LJA continues 
its focus and dedication to its 
clients. 

Thank you LJA  for supporting the 
CORPS the past ten years. 

www.ljaengineering.com 

F o u n d e r s  C o u n c i l   

S p o t l i g h t  

 

We are so thankful for everything 
that your organization has done for 
us on our house. 

Thank you very much 

Donald & LaVerne Cromeans             
Orchard, Texas 
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T H A N K  Y O U   

S U G A R  C R E E K  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H   

H E A R T S  &  H A M M E R S  V O L U N T E E R S  
 

Are you,  your civic, church, school 
or business organization looking 

for a volunteer opportunity?   

If so, the CORPS has many  service 
opportunities that cater to your 
skill level. For more information 
call 281-617-7416, visit our web-
site at www.fbcorps.org or email 
us at volunteer@fbcorps.org. 

 

C O R P S  r e c e i v e s  C o m m u n i t y   

B u i l d i n g  G r a n t  f r o m  U n i t e d  W a y  

The Fort Bend CORPS 
recently submitted an 
application to the United 
Way Community Building 
Grants program for a one-
time, short tem special 
projects funding.  The 

Community Building Grant program was created to 
make an impact through the creation of innovative 
projects in local communities. 

As a result, the CORPS applied for a $5,000 grant  to 
purchase tools for its Hearts & Hammers tool trailer. 
The Hearts & Hammers program is a 100% volunteer 
driven program aimed at involving church groups, 

civic organizations, businesses and individuals  to 
provide volunteer labor to complete exterior projects 
on homes.  The Hearts & Hammers program is offered 
year round to all volunteer groups wanting to partici-
pate in making minor carpentry and painting improve-
ments. The program is free to qualified applicants in 
Fort Bend County. 

The trailer will be outfitted with tools to help large 
volunteer groups complete minor home repair projects 
on qualified homes. 

If your interested in donating to our tool trailer, please 
call us at 281-617-7416  or email us at rcasti-
llo@fbcorps.org. 

V o l u n t e e r s   

W a n t e d  

W i n t e r   

E n e r g y  S a v i n g   

T i p s  

TIP #1  

Have your heating or cooling equip-
ment checked each and every season 
by a qualified technician to make sure 
it is operating properly. Heating and 
cooling account for about half of the 
energy costs for the average home. 

TIP # 2 

Keep your thermostat at the lowest 
comfortable setting. If you are going 
to be away for several days, turn the 
thermostat to a lower setting, but not 
to “off.”  

TIP # 3 

Change air filters every month. Dirty 
filters can increase operating costs.  

TIP # 4 

Make sure heat registers and vents 
are not blocked by draperies, furni-
ture or rugs. These vents should also 
be cleaned regularly with a vacuum or 
a broom.  

TIP # 5 

Make sure your home is adequately 
insulated. If you currently have little 
or no insulation in your attic, exterior 
walls, or floors above cold spaces, 
installing insulation will cut your 
energy bills dramatically. 
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Allen Boone Humphries Robinson LLP 
Amegy Bank 
Betty Baitland & Associates, Inc. 
BMC Software 
Bob & Carole Brown 
Brown & Gay Engineers, Inc. 
Champion Technologies 
Colliers International 
County Judge Robert Hebert 
Development Corporation of Richmond 
Founders Bank 
Greater Fort Bend EDC 
LJA Engineering & Surveying, Inc. 
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River Pointe Church 
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Southwest Water Company 
St. Theresa Catholic Church 
The Johnson Companies, Inc. 
The Sprint Companies 
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WCA Waste Corporation 
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CORPS Board of Directors 

CORPS  Council of Advisors 

CORPS Staff 

Ron Castillo 
Executive Director 
rcastillo@fbcorps.org 
 

Brandy Leonhardt 
Fiscal Director 
bleonhardt@fbcorps.org 
 

Keely Aust 
Community Specialist 
kaust@fbcorps.org 
 

Michelle Deluna 
Administrative Assistant 
mdeluna@fbcorps.org 
 

Luis Chavez 
Program Director 
lchavez@fbcorps.org 

CORPS Founders Council 

  Herb Appel, GFBEDC 

  Milton Wright,  Fort Bend County Sheriff 

  Bill Jameson, W.J. Interests, LLC 

  Brent & Dr. Mazie Leftwich 

  Steve Robinson, ABHR 

  Cindy Marion,  Marion, Montgomery, Inc. 

  Tom Stavinoha, Former County Commissioner 

 

 

 

For information on building material donations or 
appliances, contact Executive Director Ron Castillo  

at 281-617-7416 

R E M O D E L I N G ?  
 

Do you have remodeling plans?  The CORPS ac-
cepts any gently used materials or household items 
that are still in working condition. The CORPS will 
use  them on future projects. Please help the land-
fills by donating any unused or gently used build-
ing materials and appliances to the CORPS. To 
donate please call 281-617-7416 or email us at 
info@fbcorps.org 

In mid 2010, The Fort Bend CORPS was ap-
proached by a men’s prayer group to consider 
assisting them with providing a home for a 
family in Kendleton. The prayer group asked if 
we were ready for a challenge. Not having seen 
the home, Executive Director Ron Castillo, 
replied with a stern “Yes.” After seeing the one 
picture they provided, the CORPS immediately 
volunteered its expertise services to the prayer 
group at no cost.  

The prayer group was in charge of the private 
fundraising and the CORPS would seek grant 
funding as well as provide the tradesman ex-
perience to build the Portillo family a home. 

The CORPS received a  $10,000 grant In Au-
gust 2010 from the Home Depot Foundation for 
the purchase of materials for the project.   

In addition, the project has received the follow-
ing donated services; roof, plumbing, electrical, 
a/c system, flooring, cabinet, landscaping and 
furniture donations. 

The CORPS would like to thank all those in-
volved with the Portillo project. For more in-
formation on partnering with the CORPS on 
projects such as this, contact Fort Bend CORPS 
Executive Director at 281-617-7416 or email at 
rcastillo@fbcorps.org. 

Current home lived in by family in 

Kendleton, Texas 

FORT BEND CORPS and men’s prayer 
group build home for family in Kendleton 

13330 South Gessner Road  
Missouri City, TX 77489 

281-617-7416 
Fax: 281-617-7924 

Email: info@fbcorps.org 
Website: www.fbcorps.org 

You can now donate online at 

www.fbcorps.org  

Click on the Donate button                                           

and help the CORPS further its mission. 

 

“Improving the Quality of Life                   

One Home at a Time” 

The 550 square foot ‘house’ was made out of warped plywood, wooden pallets, 2 x 4’s with black 
protective roofing material, 3 inner walls to hold up the structure and no bathroom.  


